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order through Coercion Acts, and introduced the system of
police, whom the Irish called " Bobbies " after him.1 He
was opposed by one of the greatest men Ireland has
produced, Daniel O*Connell, called by his followers <c the
Liberator '*.

O'Connell was a marvellous orator, and one of the kindest
as well as one of the most popular of men. He opposed all
violence, and he was determined to use only peaceful methods. Liberator
He hit on the plan of inducing men to vote only for those
candidates for Parliament who would promise to support
Emancipation, Soon he went further. Vesey Fitzgerald,
Member for County Clare, was in 1828 made President of
the Board of Trade, and in consequence had to seek re-
election. He was a Protestant landlord, but he favoured
Emancipation and was personally popular. Now O'Connell
decided to stand against him. He did so, and an overwhelm-
ing majority of freeholders voted for him, though, as a
Catholic, he could not take his seat. This showed the absur-
dity of the system, and feeling began to run dangerously
high. Huge meetings were held everywhere, and O'ConnelPs
marvellous oratory aroused the wildest enthusiasm. It be-
came clear that an explosion would come. In England itself
the situation was threatening* Peel and Wellington were
both opposed to Emancipation, but each of them became
convinced now that unless it were granted, revolt would
break out in Ireland, and might spread to England. Hours
had to be spent in argument with George IV who believed
Emancipation conflicted with his coronation oath to " main-
tain " the Protestant religion. Eventually he gave way,2
Peel's Bill was passed, and Roman Catholics could now sit in
Parliament (1829). The Army, Navy, Law, and so on were
now open to them, and they were eligible for all offices

1 The nickname followed the system to England, when Peel set up the
Metropolitan Police in London in 1825.

* In order to win his consent, Peel had to agree to two things, the suppression
of O'Council's Catholic Association, and the disfranchisement of 405 freeholders
in Ireland.